What is so special about oskar wild?
The amazing world of regulatory noncoding RNA has been at the center of biologists' attention in many different fields, from structural biology to transcriptional regulation and cell signaling. The latest example comes from developmental biology. A mutation in the Drosophila gene Oskar reveals a novel developmental function for the 3' untranslated region (UTR) of the oscar mRNA. This study further suggests that, when transcribed, the noncoding parts of the genome may well carry essential regulatory functions fundamental for the coordinated gene expression and development of multicellular organisms.